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of Kathiawaris residing in Bombay. I wish Kathiawaris to re-
member that this sum* of Rs. 20,000 will be spent entirely in
Kathiawar itself.

"BONDAGE OF CASTE"

I have accepted caste as conducive to self-control, but in
this age we find it to be a bondage and not a means of self-
control Self-control gives dignity to a person and makes him
free. Bondage, being like shackles, brings disgrace. Caste as
understood at present is neither wholesome nor sanctioned by
Shastras* The latter do not know the word "caste" in the sense
in which it is used nowadays. They recognize varnas, but there
are only four of them* Even among the innumerable com-
munities there are sub-castes and we find a growing tendency to
prohibit marriage between members of different sub-castes. These
are signs not of progress but of degradation* These reflections
have been prompted by the following letter:1

If true, this report is saddening. Why should there be fight-
ing for the positions of president and secretary? Why should there
be differences of Surati, Agri, Damntf etc. ? When I attended a *
meeting of the Lad Yuvak Mandal3, I came away with a very
good impression. Presidentship offers an opportunity for service,
it cannot be used for acquiring honour. A secretary is the ser-
vant of the society* Even if there is a contest for that office, it
should be a friendly one. I hope that the two parties will come
together and end the conflict described above. Why should not
all Vaniks4 combine and form, one single caste? Nowhere have I
seen it laid down as dharma that members of Vaisya commu-
nities may not marry among themselves. I respect to some
extent the division into sub-castes as a matter of social conve-
nience. But when I come across instances like the one describ-
ed above, I feel that we should actively shake ourselves free of
these bonds and persuade others to do so.

BOTH "IDOLATER" AND "ICONOCLAST"

I once said in a speech that I was both an idol-worshipper
and an idol-breaker, If the speech in which I said this had been

1 Not translated here,    The correspondent had stated that in his Lad
community there were many sub-castes and differences of opinion became so
grave, at times, as to lead to fighting,

2 Names of the sub-castes of the Lad community

3 Lad Youth Association

4 Business communities